crroncous tdeas, I deas reflected reality, reality and thought would have
“fﬁ___:_..__:_:__ But how does one account for the emergence :___ ulopiin __:.___,“H,__“__._
- o _ e , . i
?_.___”,._.“.__“.__.__”” ,_#_._._.H_P_.”._..“_____,:_““__ _,_.”_. 15 i.__ q:.._.u,_,.xx:_f clement of revolution showed that
g el how-a society could move through self-criticism and
wnge, and even e volution, without physical violence, What did come as
NN E:::_._::::_‘_._.:_: Marx was his m.:..,._.m.ﬁ_: that the economic :__.__E_..__.._.__.:;
uble of creating an ideology whereby some are led to believe that the i_ ”;
[0 TeS 1S pon cternal and immutable principles. His insistence u :.:__ . “___..
cllection o _.__E._..En._, the subtle disguise of self-interest was an im :”_._..:__..;__.
el ol social analysis. Still, it is a matter of fascination that ?\::.x?“: __..,,_ . ____ ..
osophy should have spread chiefly among underdeveloped ﬁn:ﬁ_cx, _.:_h_,__c __._ u__:___:
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ddvanced capitalist states where, presumably, i
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Nietzsche

riedrich Nietzsche died on August 25, 1900, at the age of fifty-five,
leaving a legacy of brilliant writings whose impact and influence
were delayed until the twentieth century. His life was full of sharp
contrasts. The son and grandson of Lutheran ministers, he was

nevertheless the herald of the judgment that “God is dead” and undertook a
“campaign against morality.” He was nurtured in an environment thoroughly
dominated by females yet advocated the most masculine philosophy of the su-
perman. He called for the fullest expression of human vitality in the name of
the Will to Power, and yet believed that sublimation and control are the truly
human characteristics. His writings rank among the most lucid ever written,
yet he ended his days in hopeless insanity.

Named after the reigning King of Prussia, Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche
was born in Rocken, in the province of Saxony, on October 15, 1844, His fa-
ther died when he was four years old, and he grew up in a household consisting
of his mother, sister, grandmother, and two maiden aunts. At age fourteen he
was sent to the famed boarding school at Pforta, where for six years he under-
went rigorous intellectual discipline, excelling particularly in the classics, reli-




Friedrich Nietzsche (The Bettmann Archive)

sion, and German literature. It was here that he came under the spell of the Greek
penius, discovering it especially in Aeschylus and Plato. In October of 1864 he
went 1o the University of Bonn but stayed only one year as he was unimpressed
by the caliber of his fellow students and decided to follow his excellent teacher
ol classics and philology, Friedrich Ritschl, who was invited to accept a chair at
the University of Leipzig. While at Leipzig he came upon the main work of
sehopenhauer, whose atheism and antirationalism deeply influenced Nietzsche
lo1a while and confirmed his own revolt against contemporary European cul-
ture, which he had come to despise as decadent. It was here also that Nietzsche
cime under the spell of Wagner’s music. “I could not have stood my youth with-
out Wagner’s music,” Nietzsche said later. “When one wants to rid oneself of
i intolerable pressure, one needs hashish. Well, I needed Wagner.”

When the University of Basel was looking for someone to fill the chair of

philosophy, Nietzsche’s name figured prominently. He had not yet completed

his doctor’s degree, but some of his published papers had attracted notice for
thet exceptional scholarship. On the additional strength of his teacher Ritschl’s
cnthusiastic recommendation, Nietzsche was appointed a university professor

LLEE R N LAl A R

at the age of twenty-four, Alter the University of Basel conbirmed has appoint
ment, the University of Leipzig conferred the doctor’s degree upon Nietzsche
without examination, In May, 1869, he delivered his inaugural lecture on Homer

and Classical Philology. During his years at Basel, Nietzsche visited Richard
Wagner frequently at his villa on Lake Lucerne. While this friendship was nof
destined to last, Wagner did exert an influence upon Nietzsche’s thought in his
first book (1872), The Birth of Tragedy from the Spirit of Music. Of longer du-
ration was Nietzsche’s friendship with his older colleague Jacob Burckhardt,
the eminent historian, with whom he shared a common fascination for ancient
Greece and Renaissance Italy. Nietzsche’s wretched health and his dislike ol
his duties at the university led him to resign his professorship in 1879 at the age
of thirty-four. For the next decade, he wandered through Italy, Switzerland,
and Germany searching for some place where his health might be restored. In
spite of his poor health, he wrote several books during the six-year period
1881-1887 including The Dawn of Day, Joyful Wisdom, the famous Thus Spake
Zarathustra, Beyond Good and Evil, and A Genealogy of Morals.

In 1888, when he was forty-four, Nietzsche felt a brief period of respite
from his prolonged cycle of sickness and recovery and during a span of six
months produced with incredible speed five books, among which are to be found
some of his best, The Case Wagner, The Twilight of the ldols, Antichrist, Ecce
Homo, and Nietzsche contra Wagner. Shortly thereafter, in January, 1889, Ni-
etzsche collapsed on a street in Turin. He was taken back to Basel to a clinic
from which he was sent to an asylum in Jena and finally to the care of his mother
and sister. For the last eleven years of his life, Nietzsche was Irretrievably in-
sane as a result of an infection that affected his brain. He was thus unable to
complete his projected major work, the Revaluation of All Values. Nietzsche's
books have great vivacity of style and are written with a passionate intensity;
even though some of his later works show signs of impending difficulties, it is
generally agreed that his writings cannot be discounted because of his subse-

quent mental collapse.

“GOD IS DEAD”

Nietzsche wrote philosophy in a manner calculated more to provoke serious
thought than to give formal answers to questions. In this regard he resembled
Socrates and Plato more than Spinoza, Kant, or Hegel. He produced no formal
system because system building, he thought, assumes that one has at hand sell-
evident truths upon which to build. It was his conviction that building a system
is to lack integrity, since honest thought must challenge precisely these sell
evident truths upon which most systems are built. One must engage in dialec-
tic and be willing at all times to declare himself against his previous opinions.
Moreover, most philosophic system builders, he thought, try to solve all prob
lems at once by acting as the “unriddler of the universe.” Nietzsche believed
that the philosopher must be less pretentious, pay more attention to questions
of human values than to abstract systems, and concern himself with immediate
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Dionysus, symbol of the power of dynamic passions, whose devotees drank the fruit of the
vine and engaged in sensuous and frenzied dance (Hirmer Fotoarchiv, Munich)

which of these two is the higher and more decisive power. There is no doubt.
said Nietzsche, that life is the higher and dominating power, but raw vital
power is finally life-defeating. For this reason, Nietzsche looked to the Greek
tormula, the fusion of the Dionysian and Apollonian elements, by which hu-
man life 1s transformed into an aesthetic phenomenon. Such a formula,
thought Nietzsche, could provide modern culture with a relevant and work-
able standard of behavior at a time when religious faith was unable to provide
a compelling vision of man’s destiny. What disqualified religious faith, in Nietz-

sche’s mind, was the essentially life-denying negativeness of the Christian
ethics. for

MASTER MORALITY VERSUS SLAVE MORALITY
AND THE WILL TO POWER

Nietzsche rejected the notion that there is a universal and absolute system of
morality that everyone must equally obey. People are different, he thought,
and to conceive of morality in universal terms is to disregard basic differences
between individuals. It is unrealistic to assume that there is only one kind of
human nature, whose direction can be prescribed by one set of rules. There is,

Apollo and His Chariot with the Hours by John Singer Sargent, symbol of restraint, order,

and rational control of the powerful passions (Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)

however, one thing that does characterize all rzﬁmﬂ wﬂ:wﬁ says z._.”__?._____“..
and that is the drive to dominate the environment. :.#m drive, S0 ___,-_. _:H_. __,*
human nature, is the Will to Power. This Will to Power is more :::_._.u._..__:: y | :*
will to survive. It is, rather, an inner drive to express a Vigorous ..,‘.::_,____:::_: _ﬁ..
all of man’s powers. As Nietzsche says, “the strongest .m:n_ highest ,.,{_. ._,.“,: __._
does not find expression in a miserable struggle for existence, but 1n .H_ _ | {
War. A Will to Power, a Will to Overpower!” Whenever someonc _,___.,.__,._ﬁ__,,..;. N
universal moral rule, he invariably seeks really to m_,w.:.w ?m.?:nﬁ CX It _,_.r___,_,
of man’s elemental vital energies. In this respect, ﬂrEmE._EQ, m_:_“_m E..__ , . __._
daism, is the worst offender, for the J :amo-O::ﬂE.ﬁ. ethics 1S SO r:_:.r_ ___<. __._.
man’s basic nature that its antinatural morality debilitates man and produces
¥ ungled” lives. | .
g H_MMW _HM MMM%: cwmsmm ever produce such unnatural systems ol ._.__d._“:_:__:.f.ﬂ_.,
There is, says Nietzsche, a “twofold early history of | good and nﬁ__,. W ____h | ”
shows the development of two primary types of EG,EE? 5m5mq_, #.:1 .,.::_”. “ |
morality and the slave morality. In the master morality, good has always mean

£

“noble” in the sense of “with a soul of high calibre,” and evil EmmE.:{:__v,,,:_ _. _:
:.ﬁ_m_ummms.: The noble type of man regards EE._mm: as the nﬁmg_.::.ﬁ ( __ _” _.
miner of values. He does not look outside of r:@mm.: for any m_.u_z .u.,.‘_.ﬂ‘_ .”_ i
‘acts. He passes judgment upon himself. His morality 18 one of self-glori :_ ._____:_,“.1
This noble individual acts out of a feeling of power, which seeks to :a_,,. _. ” H.._
He may help the unfortunate, but not out of pity, EEQ w._ﬁ.u.E an ::__q..: r_ﬁ..___.__, _._;
erated by an abundance of power. He honors power in all its ?HEMU ._:.J __ ,_ r
pleasure in subjecting himself to rigor and Scmrummm msm.gm H.mﬂm_]m__”i._ .:_ ,..,“
that is severe and hard. By contrast, the slave morality originates E:_ _ ,__,. .,,_,
est elements of society, the abused, the oppressed, .:E slaves, mua_#.:w:,__, _..f .:q
are uncertain of themselves. For the slave, “good” is the symbol r,: .____ _. :_. Y
qualities that serve to alleviate the existence of E._mﬂmﬂmu m:n:mm .@_”___,,.__:. :w |
the kind helping hand, the warm heart, patience, diligence, humility and Fric i
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liness S Thas slave morality, says Nictzsche, s essentially the morality ol
utthty, where goodness refers to whatever is benelicial to those who are wenk
and powerless, Whereas for the slave morality the man who arouses fear i
fevil, " according to the master morality it is precisely the “good” man who 1y
able to arouse fear.

The challenge to the master morality resulted from a deep-scated resent
ment on the part of the “slaves,” a resentment, says Nietzsche, “experienced by
creatures who, deprived as they are of the proper outlet of action, are forced to
lind their compensation in an imaginary revenge.” This revenge took the form of
translating the virtues of the noble aristocrat into evils. Nietzsche’s great pro
test against the dominant Western morality was that it exalted the mediocre val
ues of the “herd,” which “knows nothing of the fine impulses of great accumul
lations of strength, as something high, or possibly as the standard of all things. "
Incredibly, the “herd mentality” in time overcame the master morality by suc
ceeding in making all the noble qualities appear to be vices and all the weak qual
iies appear to be virtues. The positive affirmation of life in the master morality
was made to seem “evil” and something for which one should have a sense of
‘puilt.” The fact 1s, says Nietzsche, that “men with a still natural nature, bar-
barians n every terrible sense of the word, men of prey, still in possession of
unbroken strength of will and desire for power, threw themselves upon weaker,
more moral, more peaceful races. ... At the commencement, the noble caste was
always the barbarian caste: their superiority did not consist first of all in their
physical, butin their psychical power—they were complete men.” But the power
ol the master race was broken by the undermining of its psychic strength. Against
the natural impulse to exert aggressive strength, the weak races had erected elab-
grate psychic defenses. New values, new ideals, such as peace and equality,
were put forward under the guise of “the fundamental principle of society.” This,
‘uid Nietzsche, was a not-so-subtle desire on the part of the weak to undermine
the power of the strong. The weak have created a negative psychic attitude to-
ward the most natural drives of man. This slave morality is, says Nietzsche, “a
Will to the denial of life, a principle of dissolution and decay.” But a skillful
psychological analysis of the herd’s resentment and its desire to exact revenge
apainst the strong will show, says Nietzsche, what must be done, namely, that

one must “resist all sentimental weakness: life is essentially appropriation, in-
jury, conquest of the strange and weak, suppression, severity, obtrusion of pe-
cublar forms...and at the least, putting it mildest, exploitation....” Nietzsche
wanted particularly to emphasize that “exploitation” is not some depraved act,
(hat it does not belong to an imperfect or primitive society. It belongs, he said,
“lo the nature of the living being as a primary function.” Exploitation is, he said,
‘i consequence of the intrinsic Will to Power, which is precisely the Will to
Lile—a fundamental fact of all history. ...” Come now, he said, “let us be so far

Mhonest toward ourselves!”

“uropean morality, by denying the primacy of the Will to Power, was
basically dishonest, in Nietzsche’s view. He assigned primary responsibility
lor this dishonest morality to Judaism and Christianity. With utter directness,

he satd that 1 regard Christianity as the most (ntal nnd seductive Hie that has

a8 the preatest and most improus lie. e was appalled thia
PO 0l ....n:._..._:,__
outeasts who clustered around Jesus. Imagine, he _,:._:_.. “the morality of paltry
people as the measure O all things...." This he _,._.;___x:_m.__n.i :_._:. _::_,..f :._::_._
nant kind of degeneracy that civilization has ever _,__.:_E_:*::: existence.” Worss
vel was the fact that New Testament ethics 1s still hanging, ::w_c_. (he name Ol
To Nietzsche it was incredible that in the New Les

cver vel existed
Lurope should be subjected to the morality ol that smal

“God,” over men’s heads. >di + . |
(ament “the least qualified people. .. have their say in its pages in regard (o L
oreatest problems of existence.” With what impudent levity “the mosl _._:U,E_.._*_.._
problems are spoken of here (life, the world, _U:u&_, :ﬁ purpose ol __,_,.H __ __.
they were not problems at all, but the EGﬁ.EE_u_m things E_.:c: ::._.i _.: ,
bigots know all about!!!” Christianity contradicts nature when 1l _.E_:_:.__,.. s Lo
love our enemies, for Nature’s injunction is to hate your encmy. Moreover,
the natural origin of morality is denied by E@:Ezm that Uﬁmc_‘n man E____ _..::._
anything, he must first love God. To inject God mnto men's :_:_..,..:::,: S
Nietzsche, is to subvert the immediate, natural moral standard ol _:._. ::::r._
tion of life. All the vital energies of the strong are diluted by routing men s
thinking toward God. Again, this is the revenge that :Wm,wmwmmhﬁ_ﬁi.:, Ol ___:.._,,_r.__..___r
has engendered. Among men there is always a surplus of “dejective, diseaned,
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degenerating, infirm, and necessarily suffering individuals.” H:nmc are :.:._ -
ures.” which the Judeo-Christian religions seek to keep m_min .:_E Preserve
Nietzsche was willing to admit that the “spiritual men” of Christianity had ren
dered invaluable services to Europe by offering nczﬂeﬁ and courage 10 Lhe
suffering. But at what price was Christian charity achieved? mmrﬂm_ z_cm.\__.{..__.,”
The price, he said, was “the deterioration of Em European Enm.. : f”._,_; :__., ”
essary “to reverse all estimates of value—that 1s ﬁwﬁ they had to .._r__.”,__. >_*: 0
shatter the strong, to spoil great hopes, to cast suspicion on the m_m_._m_: in rc.:._. ly,
to break down everything autonomous, manly, conquering, and imperious.  In _
addition, all instincts that are natural to the full “men” rma to _uﬁ. :..E:,.._::_:i |
into “uncertainty, distress of conscience, and mmm.am,mqsnﬂa:.: Christianity ,_,,:_ |
ceeded in inverting “all love of the earthly and of supremacy ovel the carth

into hatred of the earth and earthly things....” \
Nietzsche was willing for the weak and the herd to have their own mo
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rality, E._mﬂmm@mrmﬂmmw did not impose it upon the higher ranks E..._E._c n, .ﬁ: ,.
should men of great creative powers be reduced to the common F{r_ of _
diocrity characteristic of the herd? When Nietzsche mﬁc_ﬁ of rising :_,.w:_:_ 4
good and evil,” he had in mind simply rising above :H..w dominant herd mo :___: |
of his day. He envisioned a new day, when once again the truly noﬁd_n_c M
would achieve new levels of creative activity and thereby _Uwann a higher type
of man. This new man will not reject morality; he will reject only the negalive

2

morality of the herd. Again, Nietzsche argued that the EE&:Q _ummwa _,__.“..:._. _ __+_.
Will to Power is only an honest version of what .Em slave morality has ¢ i |
fully disguised. If the superman is “cruel,” said Zﬁﬁmnrmu one E_,mﬁ. ,.H.mﬁ.“_:u__:_::
that, actually, almost everything that we now call “higher culture™ 1s simpiy i
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e :ﬂ,__“ QMWM_:& _.ﬁ. _5, :Hmmwm, quanta of power, and nothing else, which
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D | . ere are in fact differe
(quanta of > q : lierent
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: .” 1'o be sure, a hicher cult . .
basis a stron . o 2 L fureiwiillal Wl require as its
as1s a strongly consolidated mediocre h ,
erd, but only to mak 5Si
Dalmmmaand ; . ) y to make possible the de-
ﬁ opment and emergence of the higher type of hie e E e
p man, the “superman.” If the

‘uperman is to emerge, he must go be _ . .
IR s ran e of s, g0 beyond good and evil as conceived by the

HEVALUATION OF ALL MORALS

What let; :
e _,“._H.H_”%_H”mmmmn:w J,Mmﬂ Hw putin the place of the traditional morality, which
| early dying? His positive prescripti u .
critical analysis. Much of the i PHIENS B1onat soiciPaTaeia
| : . content of his new value *
B rrs £ Sl . s can, however, be in-
_ﬁ (e ﬁ__ __::M :Hmm_.&mnﬁas of the slave morality. If the slave morality oimwzmﬁmaﬁ:
cientment and revenge, there must agai /
+ . : gain occur a revaluation of all
revaluation Nietzsche did not in . e anss i
tend the creation of a
e meant rather to decl new table of moral values.
are war upon the presently acce
. . A : pted values, as Socr
__#___;,.._w __: g the _.ﬂ:? vivisectionally to the very virtues of the time. ... ” wmﬂnmmwww_
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| :_.,,“H, H_ .EGE:Q IS a perversion of original natural morality, revaluation must
onsist in rejecting traditional morality in th “_
& e EN L € name of honest
Revaluation implies, said Ni ¥ esty and accuracy.
_ , said Nietzsche, that all the © . /
; ¢ stronger mot 11
s g otives are still ex-
. _,_““, _.M_”._ FMM now :ﬁw_ appear under false names and false valuations. and have
0oLy me conscious of themselves.” It is n _
o Tk O L necessary to legisl .
values but only to reverse v . ; o2 BE e Dy
alues once again. Just as “Christiani
oo ; B : ristianity was a reval-
:.:w”,___““ M_,mw_mmﬂrm ﬁmmcrm of antiquity,” so today the dominant morality must be
vor ol man’s original and dee T] .
, . . pest nature. Thus Nietzsche’
pram ol revaluation was essenti 1t ; Some
: 1ally a critical analvsis of ’S 1
M ysis of modern man’s ideals.
ern man called “good” was not at . .
TS Ko, . at all virtuous, tha
"o _” “____rn__ truth was disguised selfishness and weakness, and that his relj m.__ 10D gﬁ:m_mm
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Moral values must in the last analysis be built upon (he true nature ol

ronment. Unlike Darwin, who laid great stress upon external

man and his eny
hen describing the evolution of the species, Nictzsche locused

cireumstances w
internal power within man, which is capable of shaping and creating
" Nietzsche's grand
to Power is secking,

upon the
events, “a power which uses and exploits the environment.
hypothesis was that everywhere and in everything the Wil
(o express itself. “This world,” he says, “is the Will to Power—and nothing
olse.” Life itself is a plurality of forces, “a lasting form of processes ol asscl

tions of force....” Man’s psychological makeup shows that his preoccupation
and pain reflects a striving after an increase of power. Pain can
eas pleasure can

with pleasure
be the spur for exerting power to overcome an obstacle, wher

represent a feeling of increased power.

THE SUPERMAN

The Will to Power has its greatest relevance for Nietzsche’s philosophy n his

notion of the superman. We have already seen that Nietzsche rejected the con

indicated that morality must suit each rank ol maun

cept of equality. He also
d” will not be intel

Even after the revaluation of all values, the “common her
lectually capable of reaching the heights of the “free spirits.” There can, in short,
be no “common good.” Great things, says Nietzsche, remain for the great, "¢V
erything rare for the rare.” The superman will be rare, but he 1s the next stage
‘1 human evolution. History is moving not toward some abstract developed
“humanity” but toward the emergence of some exceptional men: “Supermarn is
the goal,” says Nietzsche. But the superman will not be the product of a me
chanical process of evolution. Only when superior individuals have the coul
age to revalue all values and respond with freedom to their internal Will to Pow e
can the next stage be reached. “Man is something to be surpassed,” and il 15
the superman who represents the highest level of development and ex pression
of physical, intellectual, and emotional strength. The superman will be the truly
free man for whom nothing is forbidden except what obstructs the Will to Powei
He will be the very embodiment of the spontaneous affirmation of life.
Nietzsche did not contemplate that his superman would be a tyrant. 1o
be sure. there would be much of the Dionysian element in him. But his pas
sions would be controlled and his animal nature harmonized with his intellect
giving style to his behavior. Such a superman is not to be confused with a (o
talitarian bully. Nietzsche had in mind as a model his hero Goethe, suggesiing
also as an ideal “the Roman Caesar with Christ’s soul.” As Nietzsche’s thought
matured, his ideal man would have to possess a balanced unity of the Diony
sian and Apollonian elements. Earlier, when his thought was influenced by Way
ner and Schopenhauer, Nietzsche had criticized Socrates for having causcd
Western man to take a wrong turn in history, the turn toward rationality. Liven
at the end. Nietzsche believed that knowledge and rationality must be used i
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i —.-F.___._.— _..- ....- ! (] WY - i 5 L ¥
| __ _:_: of energy [in human striving was| not employed in the service ol .
LTOWICURC 7 1T Ihe _ e 13 Fa ' . : |
<t 1 ___.,_._ _u_._ he lust for life, he says, would then have led to wars of an
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1. The Dionysian element by itself leads to pessimism and destruction

Lhat it was necessary to harness man’s vital energies already suggested a basic

”_,.__.:__.,._: lendency in man, which could be halted only by the kind rn. ::”_: ..____;qr.

voerates _.J,,_..h.,_.,nxcj_nz. But while the Apollonian element could subvert :E_..”_:_p.p_

slrenms ol ___,”L.,.Z_Ex.,,.n:n did not see how, in the end, life could be lived E.:;

out is _:.__:J__.-E{_:m guidance. Socrates became mEtaZmE for Nietzsche preci ._ ._T

because this ancient philosopher was the first to see the @_.nﬁm_—. E._.w_i__:mir_r..,.w_HfH

Iween __._::E: and life. Socrates recognized, said Nietzsche, that thou HE:_;H. .r

e, while _.:m; previous philosophers life served thought mzm rwaﬁ_n%ﬁ ﬂ_wmr Héo
then, was Nietzsche’s ideal: the passionate man who has his ﬁmmmﬁm:m. EMM_

gonol Twentieth-Century
Metaphysicians:
Bergson

and Whitehead

ust when modern science was reaching its most impressive heights
of achievement, two bold speculative philosophers called Into ques-
- Q. tion the basic assumptions of the scientific mode of thought. Nei-
ther Bergson nor Whitehead wished to deny that the scientific

method had given man considerable control over nature and to that extent was

a brilliantly successful enterprise. What concerned them primarily was a philo

sophical question, namely, whether reality, the basic nature of things, was whal

science assumed it to be. As late as the second half of the nineteenth century,

and the early decades of the tw entieth. the major assumption of science was

that nature consists of material objects located in space. Matter, it was held, i1s

the final irreducible stuff out of which all things are formed. The model lor

thinking about the contents and behavior of nature was the model of a machine.

All the particular things 1n nature were thought to be parts of a large mecha

nism. This meant that the behavior of each part could in time be described with
mathematical exactness, since material objects moved in space In accordance

with precise rules or laws. Moreover, as parts of a mechanism, things were

related to each other in a tight sequence of cause and effect. Human nature
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